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Nabi ( Sallallahu Alaihi wg 
Sallam) said - 

"Whoever Secures 40 
anaadith | in view of the 
religious q ffairs o f my 
ummah, will be resurrected 


by Allah on the day of] 


Judgement as ay Aalim 
Whilst I will be his WIIness 





and intercede in his favour." | 
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Our master Muhtitimad f 
perpetually concerned al 
observe those deeds by 
Allah Ta'aala and avail t S 
world and the hereafter. BO, 
our beloved Nabi (Sallallahu A 
his companions (Radıyallahu anhum) 
admonishing them, encouraging and guiding them whilst 
anticipating the auspiciousness of this world and the next. He 
within them outstanding ethics, 


in earn the pleasure of 
[i the delights of this 
A dun from the fact that 
tht Wasallam) ts seated with 
Instructing and 


endeavoured to instil 
magnanimity and nobility. 


He instructed them to join forces against the enemy whilst 
exercising love and affection within their own ranks. The 
powerful and rich should aid the weak and the elders should 
assist the young. He vehemently indicted them to refrain 
from disunity, dispersion, vanity, self-conceitedness, hatred, 
malice and jealousy. As he states in the following Hadith: 
"Nor cherish malice against one another nor be jealous of 
each other nor probe into other peoples affairs - and render 
yourselves true servants of Allah and brothers amongst 


yourselves." 


The Sahaabah (Radiyallahu anhum) practised upon the 
sanctified utterances of Rasullullah (Sallallahu Alaihi 
Wasallam) whilst ascribing practical importance to them. 
They became affectionate and helpful brothers, thereby 
establishing a unique bond of brotherhood within themselves. 
Every single one of them gave preference to the other and 
hoped for something much more commendable for him than 
what he did for himself without a shadow of doubt. 






The following prophetic utterance proved to be hun ! 
percent correct in their favour. He says: - "The parable 


the believers in terms of their love, affection and mercy they 
cherish for one another is likened to a single body. If any 
single organ of the body is afflicted, the rest of the body 
tends to be affected with fever and restlessness. 


A believer is an embodiment of goodness. Wherever he 
treads, he opts for the best of deeds and unflinchingly 
adheres to the best of conditions. Hadhrat Abdullah ibne 
Umar (Radiyallahu Anhu) narrates that the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: - "A believer is likened to 


a date-tree. Whatever it yields, it will, no doubt benefit you. 
[Kashful Astaar] 


Hence. I have drawn together forty such advices with the 
aim of exposing the agony the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu 
alahi Wasallam) underwent to guide the Ummat towards 
good deeds. This may incite the Muslims to physically 
inculcate these virtues within their life-style. 


The words of advice mentioned are such that they will 

benefit the entire Ummat at large because they concern such 

things as, inter-alia, aiding the weak, attending to the needy, 

employing courteous or good speech, enjoining good and 
forbidding evil and so forth. Such excellent traits of 
character that 1f only the Muslims observe and practise upon 
their exigencies and render them into their lives, you will 
witness widespread love and such affectionate bonds of 
brotherhood and unity within their ranks that they will be 
transformed into a single wing, come under one universal 


Kalimah and become a single heart. 

















AS a result they will be entitled to entry into Paradise and 
gain the pleasure of Allah Ta'aala. What more does a person 
aspire for other than attaining the pleasure of Allah, the 
honour of meeting Him and entry into Paradise? 






The virtues mentioned below are extremely simple. Most of 
them are observed by us but either we are not aware of them 
or we don’t seem to pay attention or we don’t attach due 


Importance to them. 


If only the Muslim Ummat sincerely follows the footsteps of 
Nabi Kareem (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) and endeavours to 
practically maintain this religion he was delegated with, 
Allah Ta’aala will grant them divine guidance and direct 
them to a path guaranteeing goodness in this world and the 


hereafter. 


Hence, I invite every Muslim to consider these advices and 
observe them practically and firmly adhere to them. As a 
result of this, Allah Ta’aala may grant them entry into 
paradise and bring them under His protection and honour 


them with divine guidance. 


These forty virtues do not in any way contain all the words 
of advice or good counsel. Good words of advice are 
countless. However, these forty advices formulate the very 
basis of commendable habits and good character. 
Corroborating each and every one of them is a Hadith whilst 
endeavouring to select authentic Ahadith from reliable 


narrators and books. 
The object behind the accumulation of these is firstly to 


caution myself and inspire my "Nafs" to observe good deeds 
whilst warning and advising my Muslim brothers at the same 
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bos According to another Hadith: "Besides milk there 1s no 
food or drink that serves the purpose of both food and 


drink." 


Hadhrat Baraa bin Aazib (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
he heard the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) 
saying: "The person who lends an animal to another so that 
he may partake of it's milk or he lends him cash or he 
guides somebody to the correct path, will receive the reward 
equivalent to the emancipation of a slave." 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) said: - 
"Whomsoever gifts a camel which gives a pot-full of milk 
morning and evening carns himself tremendous rewards." 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam) had forbidden 
numerous things. Thereafter he explicitly mentioned certain 
things. He even stated: "Whomsoever lends a milking animal 
to another so that he may derive benefit from it, will receive 
, a reward equivalent to giving alms morning and evening 


, Whenever the animal is milked." 
[Muslim] 


In a Marfoo' Hadith of Hadhrat Abdullah (Radhiyallahu 
Anhu), he narrates that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) enquired of the Sahaabah: "Which is the most 
commendable deed of charity?" They replied: "Allah and His 
Rasool know better." He stated: "The act of he who makes 
a cash loan to his Muslim brother or he provides an animal 


for him to ride upon." 
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| Second Virtue 
1 To remove an annoying object from the road. 





Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) stated: "I saw a 
person enjoying the delectabilities of paradise simply 
because he had chopped from the road a tree that was 


anroving the Muslims." 
[Muslim] 


Mustaneer bin Akhdhar bin Muaawiyah bin Qurrah narrates 
from his grandfather Muaawiyah. He says: "I was once 
walking with Hadhrat Ma'qil bin Yasaar (Radhiyallahu anhu) 
on a road when we passed by a vexatious object which he 
then removed. A little while later, | noticed a similar object 
and removed it from the road. He grasped my arm asking 
why I had done this." I replied: "Uncle! I saw you doing it 
so I followed suit." Thereupon he said: "| heard the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) saying: "Whomsoever 
clears a troublesome object from the path of the Muslims, 
Allah will record a good deed to his credit. And the person 


whose good deed is accepted will surely enter paradise." 
[Suyooti in Jamie Sagheer] 


A troublesome object is a reference to anything harmful or 
irksome, such as stones, sand, trees, broken glass-pieces, 
filth, water or anything of that sort. Clearing such objects off 


the road entitles onc to entry into paradise. 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "A tree 
causing inconvenience to the Muslims was chopped down by 


a certain person, due to this he gained entry into paradise." 
{Muslim} 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "A person 
was once walking down a road when he saw the branch of 
a thorny-tree leaning out towards the road. He pushed it 


aside. Allah favoured him by pardoning all his sins." 
{Muslim } 


Hadhrat Abu-Zar (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) stated: "All the deeds 
of my Ummah - the good and bad - were displayed before 
me. Amongst the good deeds, I found one to be the removal 


of a troublesome object from the road." 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) stated: "The 
branch of a tree jutting out onto the road was causing 
inconvenience to the people walking by. A person cleared it, 


thereby earning himself entry into paradise." 


Hadhrat Abu Barzah Aslami (Radhiyallahu anhu) states that 
| once asked the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 


to apprise me of a (perpetually) beneficial deed. He said: 
"Go on removing vexatious objects from the pathways of the 


[ibne Majah] 


Muslimeen." 
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Third Virtue 
Providing an animal with a drink of water 








Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "A person 
was once walking when he suddenly felt the pangs ol 
poignant thirst. When he saw a well, he went below, had a 
drink of water and emerged. As he emerged he saw a dog 
with it's tongue drooping out in extreme thirst, eating the 
moist soil (around the well) in an attempt to quench It’s 
thirst. He thought to himself: "As I was agonized with thirst, 
most probably the dog 1s also tormented with extreme thirst." 
Hence, he descended into the well, filled his leather-sock 
with water and emerged once again holding the sock by his 
teeth. He then made the dog drink out of it. He expressed his 
gratitude unto Allah. Consequently, he was pardoned and 
granted admission into paradise." 





{Bukhari and Muslim] 


Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates (in 
another Hadith) that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) said: "A dog was trudging around the vicinity of 
a well and due to excessive thirst, was on the verge of death. 

As she witnessed this scene, a prostitute hailing from the 

Bani Israee! removed her leather-sock, drew water out of the 

well and made the dog drink out of it. Consequently, she 
was pardoned. The Sahaabah (Radhiyallahu anhum), 
| enquired: "O Prophet of Allah! will we be compensated even 
if we act kindly unto animals?" He replied: "Surely! 


(observing kindness) unto every living being elicits rewards." 
[Muslim! 


We infer that providing a cat, goat or any other animal with 
a drink of water 1s remunerative. However, certain animals, 








for instance, animals which Shariat orders to kill, 

exempted from this rule. For example pigs, rats, mad-dogs, 
crows, kites, snakes, scorpions, chameleons and so forth. 
Providing food and drink for such vexatious animals is not 
an occasion for thawaab (reward). In fact, killing such 
animals is rewardable because they are either harmful or 
impure. Killing a chameleon is also laudable because it was 
blowing into the fire of Hadhrat Ibraheem (Alaihis Salaam) 


in a bid to intensify it's heat. 


Fourth Virtuc 
Visiting the Sick 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates tnac the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who visits an ill person or pays a visit to his brother in Islam 
(his religious brother), a crier cries out: - "You've done well. 
Your walking is blessed and you have secured a refuge for 


yourself in paradise." 
[Tirmizi] 


Hadhrat Thawbaan (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The 
Muslim who visits his sick Muslim brother remains in the 
'Kharfah' of paradise until he returns. "What 1s meant by the 
'Kharfah' of paradise? O Prophet of Allah!" They asked. He 


replied: "Its fruit." 
[Muslim] 


Hadhrat Jabir (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one who 
visits the sick, bores into the mercy of Allah and the one 
who seats himself next to the sick is engulfed by His 
(Allah's) mercy." [Kashful Astaar] 
















Ali (Radhiyallahu anhu) reports that I heard the 
9b Béonhet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) saying: "A 
testim who visits another sick Muslim in the morning, 
seventy thousand angels seek forgiveness in his favour right 
upto the evening, and if he visits the sick in. the evening, 
seventy thousand angels pray for his forgiveness upto the 


following morning and he acquires the fruit of paradise. 
[Tirmizi] 


The sick patient should lay something to eat or drink before 
his visitors. Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu) reports that 
a group of people came to visit him (when he was ill). He 
called out: "Daughter! bring something for my friends even 
though it may a piece (of bread) because I’ve heard the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) saying: "Excellent 


character 1s a celestial deed." 
[Mujame Awsat lit Tabrani} 


Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one who 
performs wudhu and performs it perfectly and sets out to 
visit his sick Muslim brother with the sole aim of earning 
reward, will be distanced from the fire of hell by a span of 


seventy years." 
[Abu Daud] 


Fifth virtue 
Visiting and meeting a religious brother 


Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "An angel calls 
out from the sky to a person who visits his religious brother: 


"Surely you are good and virtuous. Hence, paradise- is 
congenial for you!" And Allah Ta'aala remark the 
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bearers of his throne. "My servant has paid a visif st qid 
eam my pleasure. Entertaining him is my respo xii 
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Allah Ta'aala then prefers nothing but paradise as aif P 


for him." 
[Bazzaar and Abu 





Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 


Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "A person 
set out to visit his religious brother residing in another 
locality. Allah Ta’aala seated an angel on one of the roads 
leading to that locality. As he passed by, the angel asked: 
"Where are you of to? "I am going to this locality wherein 
my religious brother resides,” came the reply. He asked: 
"Did you bestow any favours upon him?" He replied: "No! 
The only reason ts that I love him solely for the pleasure of 
Allah." The angel then remarked: "Allah has delegated me 
with the message that just as you love your brother for 


Allah, Allah loves you." 
[Muslim] 


We réalize from this Hadith the love Allah cherishes for he 
who loves his religious brother for the sake of Allah Ta’aala 
and sets out to visit him to earn the pleasure of Allah. If 
Allah loves a person, He grants him entry into paradise. The 
love of Allah hence, necessitates entry into paradise. 


The Jews and Christians claimed that they are the children 
of Allah and His beloved ones. In refutation of this 
assertion, Allah Ta’aala says: - "Say (O Mules then 


why does he punish you because of your sins.' 
[Surah Maaidah, Vers 





The Ulama, have inferred from the above that Allah does not 
e He loves. In fact, He even pardons their sins. 
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4 Ali (Radhiyallahu anhu) reports that I heard the 
: Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) saying: "A 
washim who visits another sick Muslim in the morning, 
seventy thousand angels seek forgiveness in his favour right 
upto the evening, and if he visits the sick in the evening, 
seventy thousand angels pray for his forgiveness upto the 


following morning and he acquires the fruit of paradise. 
[Tirmizi] 
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The sick patient should lay something to eat or drink before 
his visitors. Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu) reports that 
a group of people came to visit him (when he was ill). He 
called out: "Daughter! bring something for my friends even 
though it may a piece (of bread) because I’ve heard the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) saying: "Excellent 


character 1s a celestial deed." 
[Mujame Awsat lit Tabrani) 





Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one who 
performs wudhu and performs it perfectly and sets out to 
visit his sick Muslim brother with the sole aim of earning 
reward, will be distanced from the fire of hell by a span of 


seventy years." 
[Abu Daud] 


Fifth virtue 
Visiting and meeting a religious brother 
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Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "An angel calls 
out from the sky to a person who visits his religious brother: 


| "Surely you are good and virtuous. Hence, parad]se- is 
congenial for you!" And Allah Ta'aala remarks% the 
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bearers of his throne. "My servant has paid a visit To 
eam my pleasure. Entertaining him is my respo RES 
Allah Ta'aala then prefers nothing but paradise as aly 


for him." 







OSA 
1*14 W 


\ 


[Bazzaar and Abu 





Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "A person 
set out to visit his religious brother residing in another 
locality. Allah Ta'aala seated an angel on one of the roads 
leading to that locality. As he passed by, the angel] asked: 
"Where are you of to? "I am going to this locality wherein 
my religious brother resides," came the reply. He asked: 
"Did you bestow any favours upon him?" He replied: "No! 
The only reason is that I love him solely for the pleasure of 
Allah." The angel then remarked: "Allah has delegated me 
with the message that just as you love your brother for 


Allah, Allah loves you." 
[Muslim] 


We réalize from this Hadith the love Allah cherishes for he 
who loves his religious brother for the sake of Allah Ta'aala 
and sets out to visit him to earn the pleasure of Allah. If 
Allah loves a person, He grants him entry into paradise. The 
love of Allah hence, necessitates entry into paradise. 


The Jews and Christians claimed that they are the children 
of Allah and His beloved ones. In refutation of this 
assertion, Allah Ta'aala says: - "Say (O Maio i zs 


why does he punish you because of your sins.' 
[Surah Maaidah, Versef 






The Ulama have inferred from the above that Allah does not 
punish those He loves. In fact, He even pardons their sins. 
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iaéditrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
oly Prophet (Sallallahu alathi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who visits the sick or his religious brother, a caller calls out 
to him: "Well done! Your walking is blessed and you have 


reserved a refuge for yourself 1n paradise." 
[ Tirmizi] 


Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "There is'nt a 
person who pays a visit to his religious brother for the sake 
of Allah Ta'aala but an angel calls out to him from the sky: 
"You have done well. Your walking is blessed." Allah 
Ta'aala then declares before the bearers of His throne: "My 
servant has visited Me and entertaining him is my 
responsibility. Nothing save paradise will please Me in 


entertaining my servant." 
[Al Mataalibul Aaliyah and Kashful Astaar] 


Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "When a 
Muslim sets out to visit the sick or to meet his religious 
brother, Allah (Jalla Shanuhu) states: "You have done well 
and you have secured a place in paradise." In another 
narration it is stated: "When a Muslim pays a visit to his 
sick Muslim brother or sets out with the sole intention of 
meeting him, Allah Ta'aala states: "You are blessed and 
your walking is blessed and you've reserved a refuge for 


yourself in paradise. " 
[Musnade Ahmad] 











Sixth Virtue 
To make a little contribution from the sustenance 
provided by Allah. y 


For instance, if Allah has provided a person with one 
hundred rands, he should give a rand or two to the needy. 
Contributing such a small amount as this will be considered 
as an act of gratitude for the sustenance provided by Allah 
whilst pleasing and comforting the poor at the same time. 


A similar commandment has been issued on the occasion of 
distributing the deceased’s estate. The Almighty Allah states: 
To the men is a share of what the parents leave and the 
kinsmen, and to the women is a share of what the parents 
leave and the kinsmen, whether it be little or much - a share 
apportioned. And when the relatives and orphans and the 
indigent are present at the time of division (i.e. those not 
entitled to a religious share) then make provision for them 
out of it (i.e. give them a little as well out of the distributed 
wealth - referred to as Radkh) and speak unto them with 
honourable words. (In other words, speak to them in a 
manner pleasing to them. For instance. you say: "This wealth 
does not belong to us but is the right of orphans and 
widows." And so forth, soft, tender and pleasing words)." 


The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) was wont of 
distributing the war-booty amongst he Mujahideen in 
conformity to their rights but he provided a fraction of it to 
people who were present without actively taking part in the 
war, such as children and the aged. This was not a form of 
charity but rather a token of honour to those who were 
present at the acquisition of this bounty. On account of this 


they were included. 
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In a weak Hadith it has been narrated: "If anyone of yoy 
acquires a gift, the one sitting next to him is also included 
and entitled to a part thereof." This Hadith does not imply 
that he is compelled to include the other person nor does it 
suggest that it 1s compulsory to confer charity upon the 
others. In fact, the object of this Hadith is merely to 
expound that he should include the other person in the gifi 
he receives, thereby honouring and pleasing him. 


Seventh and Eighth Virtue 
Enjoining good and forbidding evil 


Amongst the rudimentary issues of reforming society, this 
forms one of the most integral aspects of social structuring, 
to denounce evil and observe good and sublime deeds with 
the aim of radiating goodness within every citizen of the 
community at large. With this view in mind, Allah Ta’aala 
has sanctioned this as Fardh-e-Kifayah (a duty which if 
performed by a few absolves the rest of the community). 
Hence, a group within the Muslims ts constrained to observe 
this religious duty. If they abandon this injunction 
absolutely, the entire Muslim community will be sinful. The 
Almighty Allah states:- 
"And there must exist amongst you a group that invites to 
goodness and bid (others) unto good work and forbid evil, 


and they are those who have reached their goal." 
[Surah 3, Verse 104] 


Hadhrat Abu- Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Islam 
means that you worship Allah without associating any 
partner with Him and that you establish Salaah and maintain 
the payment of Zakaah and observe fasting throughout the 
month of Ramadhaan and perform Hajj at the house of Allah 





21 


and that you enjoin good and forbid evil and that you 
observe Salaam with your house-folk. He who lacks in any 
one of the above should be warned that he is relinquishing 
an integral part of Islam and as for the one who forsakes all 
the above, he is guilty of turning his back against Islam." 


Enjoining good and forbidding evil is an integral part of 
Islam and a branch of it’s multifarious branches. The one 


who relinquishes this obligation, is as though he has shun 
Islam aside. 


This integral constituent and branch of Islam is enumerated 
by Allah Ta’aala amongst the various excellent attributes of 
the Mumin warriors. He says: - "They are the repenters, the 
worshippers, the praisers (of Allah), the abstemious, the 
bowers, the prostrators, the bidders of good and the 
forbidders of vice, the safe-guarders of Allah’s boundaries - 


and give glad-tidings to the believers." 
(Surah Taubah, Verse 112} 


The Bani Israeel were also compelled by Allah Ta'aala to 
observe this divine obligation but as they lacked in fulfilling 
this divine obligation and they virtually destroyed it, Allah 
Ta aala cursed them via their Prophets tongues. He says: - 
"Cursed were the non-believers of the Bani Israeel at the 
tongue of Dawood and Eesa, the son of Maryam. That was 
because they had disobeyed and they had transgressed the 
bounds. They forbade not one another from any evil which 


they had perpetrated. What an evil they were committing.” 
{Surah Ma’edaah, Verse 78/79] 


In the event of any evil sprouting up in society with nobody 
to prevent it nor elucidate on it's subsequent hazards, social 
chaos is bound to seep in. Anarchy is bound to hasten 
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towards that society and engulf it. Such a society they 
becomes a target for Allah’s wrath and punishment. 


In an authentic Hadith, it has been reported that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "When people 
witness the perpetration of evil and don't endeavour to 
amend it, Allah Ta'aala will send down his punishment very 


swiftly." 
[ibne Majah] 


One of the most prominent signs of His indignation is that 
He does not accept Duaas. 


Hadhrat Huzaifah bin Yamaan (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates 
that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "I 
swear by the being in whose control my life is that you must 
enjoin good and forbid evil or else Allah Ta’aala will send 
down his punishment and then your Duaas will not be 


accepted even 1f you call out unto Him." 
[Tirmizi] 


The person who engages in enjoining good and forbidding 

evi] should be of a mild disposition and one who speaks wel] 
and courteously. Using harsh reprehensible language and 
disheartening words must be avoided. It has been narrated in 
a Hadith: "If anyone of you has to enjoin good, let it be 
executed excellently and superlatively so that the speech ts 


impressive and congenial." 


Ninth virtue 
To aid a simple or credulous (gullible) person 


In other words, a person who due to his lack of intellect, is 
unable to honour his transactions and other issues suitably, 
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should be aided. This can be executed in various ways. For 
instance, if he is purchasing anything, help him select the 
best. If he wants to carry a burden and is unable to do so, 
help him carry it. If he is unable to do anything else 


correctly, aid and correct him. 


The commentary of this appears in a narration of Bayhaqı 
wherein the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) says: 
"Show me! if he is unable to fulfil that task (he 1s 


undertaking) correctly, then?" 


You will render him clairvoyant or far-sighted in whatever 
he resolves to do simply because of your guidance. By you 
aiding him in his inter-related dealings, you are actually 
making him cognizant with the reality of things and advising 
him to do that which is most suitable for him. Consequently, 
you will be protecting him from falling into error. 


O Muslim brother! if you hold firmly onto any one of these 
virtues, they will prove to be stepping stones to paradise. 
You are such a dynamic member of this society that you 
prefer the best for your Muslim brother as you prefer for 
yourself, thereby earning yourself the title of 'Mumin' to a 
greater degree and the reward of a 'Mumin' is nothing but 


paradise. 


Hadhrat Abu Musa (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alathi Wasallam) said: "A believer 
unto another believer is like a building. One part of it 


fortifies and strengthens the other." 
[Muslim] 


Hence, brick firmly attached to another won’t separate 
itself and fall to the ground. In exactly the same way, a 
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weak Muslim will not be considered weak simply because of 
his strong Muslim brother who is always available as ; 
helper. 





Hadhrat Abu Zar (Radhiyallahu anhu) reports that J asked 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam): "Which 
action is the most commendable O Prophet of Allah?" He 
replied: "Faith in Allah and waging war or striving in His 
path." I asked: "Which is the most virtuous slave to 
emancipate?" He replied: "An expensive slave who is most 
precious in the eyes of his master." I enquired: "If I am 
unable to do this?" He replied: "Help others to do their work 
or perform the task of the weak." I enquired: "If I am unable 
to do this also?" He replied: "Don't indulge in acts of evil 
against others. (Don't hurt nor vex them). This is also an act 


of Sadagah (charity) in your favour." 
[Luloo wal Marjaan] 


Tenth virtue 
Aiding the oppressed 


In regard to aiding an oppressed person, Bayhaq! narrates a 
Hadith: "Aiding an oppressed person can be achieved by 
distancing him from the oppression itself." j 





Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Every Muslim 
is constrained to observe charity." It was enquired: " 24 pd jf 
he is unable to do so." He replied: "He should labc i with 
his bare hands thereby benefitting himself and c^ bserving 
charity as well." The narrator says: "The Prophet ‘ fs allallahu 
alaihi Wasallam) was asked: "If a person is: ] rable to 
execute this as well?" He replied: "He show 4 aid the 
unfortunate and oppressed." The narrator says tht i uias 
asked once again if a person is unable to do this : a then 
also, 
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what should he do. He replied: "He should abstain from evi i 
This will also earn him the reward of charity." 
[Muslim] 


Eleventh Virtue 
To abstain from annoying or harassing others. 


In other words, to abstain from inconveniencing or harassing 
another either with the hand or tongue and to desist from 
picking on others with the intention of annoying them. One 
should honour others and consider them (human) like 
himself as though they were in his shoes. Just as he abhors 
being annoyed, he should refrain from annoying others, 
people will then be content and not afraid of him. After all, 
a Muslim is (defined as a person) from whose hand and 
tongue other Muslims are safe. He confronts the people 
righteously, they would in turn act pleasantly with him. 
Owing to such courteous behaviour, he wards of oppression 
or violence from himself because he who honours others, 
they will in turn honour him and he who abstains from 
annoying others, they will in turn abstain from annoying 
him." As you sow, so shall you reap. If you sow seeds of 
good and virtue, you will reap good and if you sow evil, so 
shall you reap the thorn of evil. 


The one who digs a well (or pit) for his brother, falls into it 
himself. O Muslim brother! transform yourself into a 
fountain-head of virtue and don't be so calamitous unto 
others that they wish to gain salvation from you in some 
way or the other. Instil it within them that you love them 
and always anticipate the best for them so that they may 
cherish the same feelings for you. If they are unable to 
cherish such sentiments, then at least refrain frorn acting 
unethically with them. 
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rer!” Tt was enquired: "Who is he? O Prophet of Allah!" 
ch a person is doomed and unsuccessful." He replied: "A 
| from whose evil and mischief his neighbour is not 


In Muslim Shareef it has been narrated by Hadhrat Abu 
Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) that the Holy Prophet 
(Sallaliahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "He whose neighbour is 
not protected from his evil and harassment will not enter 


paradise." 
[Muslim] 


—Hadhrat Abu-Saeed Khudri (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who consumes pure (halaal) wealth, act's in conformity to 
the Sunnah and protects people from his evil will enter 
paradise. "There are today many who are of this calibre." 

the sahaaba observed. The Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 

Wasallam) added: "People like these will be found after me 


for centuries to come." " 





[Tirmizi] 


Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 

Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "A Mumin is a 

person from whom people are safe and a Muslim is he from 

whom people are safe 1n regard to (the evils) of his tongue 

and hand. And a Muhajir is he who relinquishes evil. I swear 

| by the being in whose control my life is that a person will 
never gain entry into paradise until and unless his neighbour 


Is safe from his evil (and harassment)." | 
[Kashful Astaar] 
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The following Ahadith pertain to issues ranging from the 
sixth to the eleventh virtue:- 


Abu Katheer Suhaymi narrates from his father. He says that 
| once enquired of Abu Zar (Radhiyallahu anhu) to show me 
a deed the performance of which will grant me entry into 
paradise. He replied: "I asked Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) the very same question, upon which he replied. 
"Bring faith in Allah and on the last day." I asked:; "O 
Prophet of Allah! Is there any form of activity together with 
faith?" He replied: "A person should engage in perpetual 
charity by disbursing little by | tle from the wealth bestowed 
upon him by Allah ra'ad Mt "O Prophet of Allah! 
What about the poor who is ndf in the capacity to give?" He 
replied: "He should enjoin M. and forbid evil." I asked: "O 
l'rophet of Allah! If he is unable to express what's within 
his heart and he is not in a position to enjoin good and 
forbid evil, what should his plan of action be?" He replied: 
"He should aid a foolish or gullible person." I asked: "If he 
himself is foolish and gullible and unable to assist another?" 
He replied: "He should aid the oppressed." I asked: "If he is 
helpless and not in a position to help the oppressed?" He 
replied: "Don't you wish to witness any good in your 
frends? He should abstain from offending others." I asked: 
"O Prophet of Allah! If he does this, will he enter into 
paradise?" He replied: "A Muslim who observes any one of 
the aforementioned virtues, the very same virtue will grasp 


his hand and usher him into paradise." 
[Tabrani ibne Hibbaan] 


Hadhrat ibne Abbas (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "In lieu of 
every Joint found in the body, man is compelled to observe 
charity on a daily basis." Some of those present remarked: 
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his is rather difficult. Who is in a position to observe such 
measures of charity?" He said: "To enjoin good and forbid 
evil is an act of charity. Removing an offensive object from 
the read is charity’ - or he said: "holds the same status as 
Salaah. Providing a means of conveyance for the weak 1s 
charity and even if one of you were to raise his foot (and 
walk) towards Salaah he will be rewarded for that as well." 

| [Kashful Astaar} 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 

Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Every 

Muslim is constrained to observe charity on a daily basis.' 

Somebody asked: "O Prophet of Allah! Who is in the 

capacity to do this?" He replied: "By you removing an 

annoying object from the road is charity. Directing someone 

to the correct road is charity. Visiting the sick 1s an act of 

charity. Accompanying the Janaazah is also charity. 
Restraining others from evil is charity and replying to the 
salaam of another is also equivalent to the *reward of 


charity." 





Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) reports that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu/ alaihi Wasallam) said: "Man has 
three hundred and sixty joints in his body. In lieu of each 
one he is compelled to give Sadagah (charity)." The 
Sahaabah enquired: "O Prophet of Allah! If someone is 
unable to give Sadaqah?" he replied: "He should enjoin good 
and forbid evil."They asked: "If he is unable to execute this 
as well?" He replied: "He should remove bones (and other 
offensive objects) from the road." They asked: "And if he is 
unable to do this as well?" He replied: "He should direc* 
someone to the right path." If he is unable to do this?" The 
enquired. He replied: "He should assist the weak." If 











can't do this also?" it was asked. tte replied: "He should 


shield others from his evil and mischief." 
| [Kashful Astaar] 





Hadhrat Abu-Zar (Radhiyallahu an RAD reports that I once 

asked the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu 'alaihi Wasallam): "O 

Prophet of Allah! What do you Ly about Salaah." He 
1 replied: "It is a sublime deed." I enquired: "O Prophet of 
Allah! I wish to enquire about Sadaqah (charity)." He 

icd "Charity 1s an overwhelming act of benevolence.” ] 

said: "O Prophet of Allah" You have omitted the deed I 
consider to be most outstanding within my heart." "What is 
i?" he asked. I replied:"Fasting." He said: "Very well, 
there's nothing more supcrior than that." I then enquired: "O 
Prophet of Allah! What type of charity?" He mentioned 
something in reply (which the narrator seems unable to 
recall) I said: "If I am unable to do that?" He replied: 
"Distribute your excess food in charity." I asked: "If I'm 
unable to do this. " He replied: "Give a piece of a date at 
least." I asked: "If I'm unable to do this as well." He replied: 
"Utt good and courteous words." I asked: "If I cannot d 
this also." He replied: "Abstain from harassing and vex) 
others. You will earn the reward of/Sadaqah which yov 
actually disbursing upon yourself." I asked: "If I am u 
is as well?" He replied: "Don't you want to } 
f good and virtue within yourself." 4 
[Kashfv 
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This is rather difficult. Who is in a position to observe such 
measures of charity?" He said: "To enjoin good and forbid 
evil is an act of charity. Removing an offensive object from 
the road is charity’ - or he said: "holds the same status as 
Salaah. Providing a means of conveyance for the weak is 
charity and even if one of you were to raise his foot (and 


walk) towards Salaah he will be rewarded for that as well." 
[Kashful Astaar] 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihı Wasallam) said: "Every 
Muslim is constrained to observe charity on a daily basis." 
Somebody asked: "O Prophet of Allah! Who is in the 
capacity to do this?" He replied: "By you removing an 
annoying object from the road is charity. Directing someone 
to the correct road is charity. Visiting the sick is an act of 
charity. Accompanying the Janaazah is also charity. 
Restraining others from evil 1s charity and replying to the 
salaam of another is also equivalent to the *reward of 


charity." 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhtyallahu anhu) reports that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Man has 
three hundred and sixty joints in his body. In lieu of each 
one he is compelled to give Sadagah (charity)." The 
Sahaabah enquired: "O Prophet of Allah! If someone is 
unable to give Sadaqah?" he replied: "He should enjoin good 
and forbid evil."They asked: "If he is unable to execute this 
as well?" He replied: "He should remove bones (and other 
offensive objects) from the road." They asked: "And if he is 
unable to do this as well?" He replied: "He should direct 
someone to the right path." If he is unable to do this?" They 
enquired. He replied: "He should assist the weak." If he 
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can't do this also?" it was asked. tle replied: "He should 


shield others from his evil and mischlef." 
[Kashful Astaar] 





o AEN 
Hadhrat Abu-Zar (Radhiyallahu anh) reports that I once 


asked the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu 'alaihi Wasallam): "O 
Prophet of Allah! What do you day about Salaah." He 


replied: "It is a sublime deed." I enquired: "O Prophet of 
Allah! | wish to enquire about Sadayah (charity)." He 
ilic "Charity is an overwhelming act of benevolence." I 

said: ."O Prophet of Allah" You have omitted the deed | 

consider to be most outstanding within my heart." "What is 
it?" he asked. I replied:"Fasting." He said: "Very well, 
there's nothing more superior than that." I then enquired: "O 
ophet of Allah! What type of charity?" He mentioned 
omething in reply (which the narrator seems unable to 
recall) [ said: "If I am unable to do that?" He replied: 
"Distribute your excess food in charity." [ asked: "If I'm 
unable to do this. "He replied: "Give a piece of a date at 
least." I asked: "If I’m unable to do this as well." He replied: 
"Utter good and courteous words." I asked: "If I cannot do 
this also." He replied: "Abstain from harassing and vexing 
others. You will earn the reward of Sadaqah which you are 
actually disbursing upon yourself." I asked: "If I am unable 
to do this as well?" He replied: "Don’t you want to leave a 


vestige Of good and virtue within yourself." / 
[Kashful Astaar] 









Iftb Virtue ; 
lyin: to the Salaam of another 


ying to the salaam is Wajib-alal-Kifaya. In other words 
if a person observes salaam to two or more persons and any 
ne of them.replied, it wil! suffice on behalf of all and each 
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nC them will be absolved of this obligation. On the 
contrary, if none of them reply, all of them will be sinful. 


The reply should be in such an audible voice that it enables 
the tirst person (who makes the salaam) to hear it. The 
salaam conveyed through the medium of writing should also 
be replied in the same manner - 1.e. with the tongue. 


Abdullah ibne Abbas (Radhiyallahu anhu) maintains: "If 
your Muslim brother's letter comes to you and you fail to 
return (the salaam), you will be sinful." Allah Ta'aala states: 
- " And if you are greeted with any greeting, you also greet 
with something better than it or (at least) return the 

greeting." 
(Surah Nisaa, Verse 86] 












In other words, if somebody makes salaam unto you, you are 
compelled to reply likewise or with more superior words of 
greetings. However, it is preferable to reply with better 
words to the salaam of the Ulama, Fudhalaa (noble) and 
other personalities of this calibre whilst returning the salaam 
with the same words made by ordinary folk. 


The reply of one person will suffice on behalf of all because 
the entire group is united as though it 1s "festooned on a 
twine of unity" - as the Arabs put it. 


Whenever the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) was 
greeted, he came with an immediate reply using the same or 
more superior words of salaam, except if the occasion 
impeded him from replying. For instance, if he was busy in 
Salaah or answering the call of nature. 
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alaihi Wasallam) and the Hofly\Prophet (Sallallahu alaih 






The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasall i 
replied in a manner that enabled the person gree 
the reply. He abstained from replying by Di 
with the hand, head or finger. = S 


The perfection of Salaam lies in clasping each others hands. 
Hadhrat Anas bin Malik (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates: "If * 
anyone came before the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) and clasped his hand, the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) would never withdraw his 
blessed hand until the other person himself did not withdraw 
his hand. And the holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 
never turned his face away from the other person until his 
attention is not diverted from the Holy Prophet (SallalfaRu 


Wasallam) was never seen to! s 


his legs before those: 
seated in front of him." | 










[Tirmizi] ' 
Hadhrat Anas (RadhiydNe u)| narrates that the Holy | = 
said: |"There are no two 
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Hæ&hrat Aamir bin Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas (Radhiyallahu 
anhu) states that he was once seated by Hadhrat Abdullah 
bin Umar (Radhiyallahu anhu) when Sahibe Maqsoorah 
Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhıyallahu anhu) appeared and said: "O 
Abdallah bin Umar! wouldn’t you listen to what Abu 
Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) is saying: "The one who sets 
out from home with the Janaazah, performs Namaaz upon 
it and remains until the burial, returns with a reward 
equivalent to two 'Qeeraats and each ‘Qeeraat’ is 
equivalent to Mount Uhad in reward, and he who attends the 
Janaazah salaah only, will receive the reward of Mount Uhad 
in reward." On hearing this, Hadhrat Abdul!'ah bin Umar 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) sent Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallahu 
anhu) to Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) to verify what 
Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) related to them 
and ordered him (Khabbab) to report back. Meanwhile, 
Hadhrat Abdullah sat in the Musjid fiddling with pebbles in 
his hand until Hadhrat Khabbab returned and said: "Hadhrat 
Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) says that Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) is truthful in what he says." Hadhrat 
Abdullah (Radhiyallahu anhu) then cast the pebbles to the 
ground and declared: "Then we have earned numerous 
Qeeraals." 


[Muslim] 


Hadhrat Thawbaan (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who observes Salaah on the deceased receives the reward of 


one Qeeraat whilst he who takes part in the burial as wel! 
will be entitled to two Qeeraats and each Qeeraar is 
equivalent to Mount Uhad." 


` 


[Muslim] 
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Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who reads the Janaazah Salaah on the deceased will receive 
the reward of one Qeeraat and the one who waits until the 
end of the burial is entitled to two Qeerats of Sawaab." The 
Sahaabah (Radhiyallahu anhum) enquired: "What is meant 
by two Qeeraats?" He replied: "Equivalent to two mountains 


(in reward )." 
[ibne Majah] 


Therefore, he who wishes to proceed with the Janaazah 
should wait until the end of the burial so that he may earn 
the reward of two Qeeraats. Together with this, the greater 
the number of people attending the Namaaz, the more 
beneficial it is for the deceased. 


As Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "There is no 
Mayyit (deceased) upon whom a group of one hundred 
Muslims perform the Janaazah Salaah and intercede in his 
favour but the intercession will be accepted." 


[Muslim] 


Hence, it will be more beneficial for the deceased if just 
three persons were to observe the Janaazah Salaah compared 
to a thousand who attend without reading the Salaah. In fact, 
at times, the mere attendance of some may be 
disadvantageous to the deceased. For instance, if they were 
to engage in back-biting or some worldly affair preventing 
them from taking a lesson from death or from pondering 
over.the deceased's condition. 


Hadhrat Abu Saeed Khudri (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates * 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "™ 
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Mihrat Aamir bin Sad bin Abi Waqqas (Radhiyallahu 
Anhu) states that he was once seated by Hadhrat Abdullah 
bm Umar (Radhiyallahu anhu) when Sahibe Maqsoorah 
Haðhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallahu anhu) appeared and said: "O 
Abdullah bin Umar! wouldn’t you listen to what Abu 
Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) is saying: "The one who sets 
out from home with the Janaazah, performs Namaaz upon 
it and remains until the burial, returns with a reward 
equivalent to two ‘Qeeraaty’ and each ‘Qeeraat’ is 
equivalent to Mount Uhad in reward, and he who attends the 
Janaazah salaah only, will receive the reward of Mount Uhad 
in reward." On hearing this, Hadhrat Abdul!ah bin Umar 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) sent Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallahu 
anhu) to Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) to verify what 
Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) related to them 
and ordered him (Khabbab) to report back. Meanwhile, 
Hadhrat Abdullah sat in the Musjid fiddling with pebbles in 
his hand until Hadhrat Khabbab returned and said: "Hadhrat 
Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) says that Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) is truthful in what he says." Hadhrat 
Abdullah (Radhiyallahu anhu) then cast the pebbles to the 
ground and declared: "Then we have earned numerous 
Qeeraats." 


[Muslim] 


Hadhrat Thawbaan (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who observes Salaah on the deceased receives the reward of 
one Qeeraat whilst he who takes part in the burial as well 
will be entitled to two Qeeraats and each Qeeraat is 


equivalent to Mount Uhad." 
[Muslim] 
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Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who reads the Janaazah Salaah on the deccased will receive 
the reward of one Qeeraat and the one who waits until the 
end of the burial is entitled to two Qeerats of Sawaab." The 
Sahaabah (Radhiyallahu anhum) enquired: "What is meant 
by two Qeeraats?" He replied: "Equivalent to two mountains 


(in reward)." 
[ibne Majah] 


Therefore, he who wishes to proceed with the Janaazah 
should wait until the end of the burial so that he may earn 
the reward of two Qeeraats. Together with this, the greater 
the number of people attending the Namaaz, the more 
beneficial it 1s for the deceased. 


As Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "There ts no 
Mayyit (deceased) upon whom a group of one hundred 
Muslims perform the Janaazah Salaah and intercede in his 


favour but the intercession will be accepted." 
[Muslim] 


Hence, it will be more beneficial for the deceased if just 
three persons were to observe the Janaazah Salaah compared 
to a thousand who attend without reading the Salaah. In fact, 
at times, the mere attendance of some may be 
disadvantageous to the deceased. For instance, if they were 
to engage in back-biting or some worldly affair preventing 
them from taking a lesson from death or from pondering 
over.the deceased's condition. | 


Hadhrat Abu Saeed Khudri (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
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Hathrat Aamir bin Sa'd tin Abi Waqqas (Radhiyallahu 
anhu) states that he was once seated by Hadhrat Abdullah 
om Umar (Radhivallahu. anhu) when Sahibe Maqsoorah 
Hadhra Khabbab (Radhiyallahu anhu) appeared and said: "O 
Abdullah bin Umar! wouldn't you listen to what Abu 
Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) ts saying: "The one who sets 
out from home with the Janaazah, performs Namaaz upon 
it and remains until the burial, returns with a reward 
equivalent to two 'Qeeraats and each 'Qeeraat! is 
equivalent to Mount Uhad in reward, and he who attends the 
Janaazah salaah only, will receive the reward of Mount Uhad 
in reward." On hearing this, Hadhrat Abdul!ah bin Umar 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) sent Hadhrat Khabbab (Radhiyallahu 
anhu) to Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) to verify what 
Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) related to them 
and ordered him (Khabbab) to report back. Meanwhile, 
Hadhrat Abdullah sat in the Musjid fiddling with pebbles in 
his hand until Hadhrat Khabbab returned and said: "Hadhrat 
Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) says that Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) is truthful in what he says." Hadhrat 
Abdullah (Radhiyallahu anhu) then cast the pebbles to the 
ground and declared: "Then we have earned numerous 
Qeeraats." 


[Muslim] 


Hadhrat Thawbaan (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who observes Salaah on the deceased receives the reward of 
one Qeeraat whilst he who takes part in the burial as wel! 
will be entitled to two Qeeraats and each Qeeraat is 
equivalent to Mount Uhad." 


[Muslim] 
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Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who reads the Janaazah Salaah on the deceased will receive 
the reward of one Qeeraat and the one who waits until the 
end of the burial is entitled to two Qeerats of Sawaab." The 
Sahaabah (Radhiyallahu anhum) enquired: "What is meant 
by two Qeeraats?" He replied: "Equivalent to two mountains 
(in reward)." 


[ibne Majah] 


Therefore, he who wishes to proceed with the Janaazah 
should wait until the end of the burial so that he may earn 
the reward of two Qeeraats. Together with this, the greater 
the number of people attending the Namaaz, the more 
beneficial it is for the deceased. 


As Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "There 1s no 
Mayyit (deceased) upon whom a group of one hundred 
Muslims perform the Janaazah Salaah and intercede in his 
favour but the intercession will be accepted." 


[Muslim] 


Hence, it will be more beneficial for the deceased if just 
three persons were to observe the Janaazah Salaah compared 
to a thousand who attend without reading the Salaah. In fact, 
at times, the mere attendance of some may be 
disadvantageous to the deceased. For instance, if they were 
to engage 1n back-biting or some worldly affair preventing 
them from taking a lesson from death or from pondering 
over.the deceased's condition. 


Hadhrat Abu Saeed Khudri (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 








\Aithe deceased's house to console its grieved 
s*Fechives the reward of one Qeeraat and he who 
proceeds with the Janaazah receives another Qeeraat and the 


one who waits until the end of the burial will be entitled to 


an additional Qecraat." 


[Kashful Astaar] 


Fourteenth Virtue 
To accept an invitation 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Umar (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates 
that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The 
person who is invited amongst you by his brother should 
accept the invitation whether it is a wedding invitation or 


anything similar to it." 


[Muslim] 


Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "If anyone of 
vou is invited to a Waleemah, he should ensure that he 


attends." 


[Muslim] 


In the literal sense of the word, Waleemah is a reference to 
a meal prepared for a group of people. However, ibne Faris 
maintains that the usage of the word Walimah is confined to 


food prepared on wedding occasions. 


Hadhrat Jabir bın Abdullah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "If 
anyone of you is invited to parktake of meals, he should at 


least accept the invitation. Thereafter he may partake of it if 
he desires or he may totally abstain from 1t." 





[Muslim] 
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates 1 z 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "If | “bi 
of you Is invited for meals, he should accept the olan 
If he is fasting, he should make Duaa (of goodnesst P 
blessing) for the inviter (some maintain that he should 
out and perform salaah at the host's house), and if he is ot i 
fasting he should partake of the meal." 
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[Muslim] 


No excuse will be entertained in declining an invitation. 
However, if wine and other intoxicants are provided at the 
invitation or food will be eaten out of gold and silver 
utensils or there is a fear of any other evil, one should on no 
account accept the invitation. 


If uninvited people accompany one who is invited, he should 
firstly seek the host’s consent so that he 1s not annoyed and 
disheartened (by the arrival of an invited guest). 


Hadhrat Abu Masood Badri (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates: "A 
certain person invited the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) over for meals. Including the Prophet (Sallallahu 
alaihi Wasallam), food was prepared for five people. On the 
way to the invitation, a sixth person joined them. When the 
group arrived at the door of the host, the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "This person has also 
joined us. If you wish to you may permit him or else he will 
return." He (the host) said: "O Prophet of Allah, I don't 


mind him partaking of the meal." 
[Muslim] 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Masood (Radhiyallahu anhu) says that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Accept 

















and refrain from annoying the Muslims." 


Fifteenth Virtue 
Replying to one who sneezes 


As aright one Muslim enjoys over another, one should reply 
to the person who sneezes. If the one who sneezes says: "Al/- 
hamdulillah", the one who hears should say  "Yar- 
Hamukallah" in reply and the sneezing person should say 
"Yahdeekumullah wa Yuslihu Balakum. " 


However, if he does not utter "Alhamdulillah," he should not 
be answered with "Yar-Hamukallah." Nevertheless, the 
person sitting nearby should remind him to say “Al- 
hamdulillah." 


Hadhrat Anas bin Malik (RadhiyBilahu anhu) narrates that 
two people sneezed in the presence of Rasulullah (Sallallahu 
alaihi Wasallam). He replied to one of them without replying 
to the other. The one who did not get a reply with "Yar- 
Hamukallah" said: "So and so sneezed and you replied but 
you did not do so when I sneezed?" The Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) replied: "He said, 

"Alhamdulillah" whilst you failed to say Alhamdulillah." 
[Muslim] 


If the one who sneezes is a non-Muslim, he should not be 
replied with "Yarhamukallah". This rule of replying applies 


y — 


the invitation of he who invites you. Avoid declining a pif 
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to Muslims only. However, if a Jew or Christian sneezes 
utters "Alhamdulillah," reply saying, "Hadaakallah" or 
"Yahdeekumullah." 


Hadhrat Abu Musa Ashari (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
the Jews used to strain themselves to sneeze in the presence 
of Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) in anticipation of 
him replying with the words "Yarhamukallah" (may Allah 
have mercy upon you) but he would merely reply 
"Yahdeekumullah wa Yuslihu Balakum" (may Allah guide 


vou and rectify your condition)." 
[Abu Daud] 


One of the etiquettes of sneezing is that the sound (of 
sneezing) should be stilted and the nose covered. This 
ensures that one’s companion are not annoyed if anything 
comes out of his nose. In the event of any food or person 
before him, one should turn his face away and sneeze to 
prevent the particles that emerge whilst sneezing, from 
falling onto the food or the person seated before him. 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
whenever the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 
sneezed, he would place his hand or a piece of cloth over his 


face and suppress the sound." 
[Abu Daud} 


Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Allah 
Ta aala likes sneezing and detests yawning. Hence, if anyone 
of you sneezes and says, "Alhamdulillah" those who hear 
him should say, "Yarhamukallah" in reply. As for yawning, 
It is from shaytaan. Hence, one should suppress it as far as 
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possible, and should not utter 'Ha-ha", for shaytaan makes 


fun of him." 
[Fathul-Baari] 


The fourth virtue and the virtues ranging from the twelfth to 
the fifteenth are mentioned in the following Hadith: 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "There are 
five rights one Muslim has over another Muslim. These are: 
Replying to his salaam, visiting him when he fails ill, 
accompanying his Janaazah, accepting his invitation to meals 


and to answer "Yarhamukallah" whenever he sneezes." 
[Bukhari and Muslim] 


Sixteenth Virtue 
To be first in observing salaam 


Islam is a religion comprising of a unique culture and 
refinement. It initiated the norm of observing Salaam as a 
"spectacle of culture", from amongst it's multifarious 
spectacles whilst welcoming, meeting and bidding farewell. 
The most impressive feature of Salaam is that it engenders 
affection and love and fortifies the bondage of the heart 
thereby linking a Muslim to his brother. 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "I swear by 
him in whose control is my life that you will never enter 
paradise until you are a true believer, and until you cherish 
love for one another. Should I not direct you to something 
the observance of which will create love amongst you? 
Ensure a free circulation of Salaam amongst yourselves." 
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This Hadith very vehemently injuncts the extensive 
observance of Salaam upon all Muslims whether you are 
acquainted with them or not. And he said: "The servant who 
enjoys the closest proximity with Allah is he who observes 


Salaam first." 
{Abu Saud on the authority of Abu Umamah 


(Radhiyallahu anhu)] 


Shaybah Hajabi narrates from his uncle (Radhiyallahu anhu) 
that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: 
"Ihere are three such things which makes your friends 
friendship sincere in your favour. They are: Observe Salaam 
whenever you meet him, make space for him in any 


gathering and call him by his best name." | 
[Tabrani in Mujame A wsat] 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: " When Allah 
Ta'aala created Hadhrat Aadam (AS), He instructed him to 
go up to a group of angels, make Salaam and observe how 
they would reply to the Salaam. "This would then be the 
established code of Salaam for you and your progeny." He 
said. He went up to them and said: "Assalamualaikum." The 
angels replied: "Assalamualaika wa Rahmatullah." In reply 
to Hadhrat Aadam's (AS) salaam they added the phrase: "wa 


Rahmatullah." 
[Bukhari and Muslim] 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Umar (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates 
that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: 
"Worship Rahmaan (Allah), observe widespread Salaam and 


enter Jannat with Salaam (peace and tranquillity)." 
[Tirmizi] 
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rat Ammaar (Radhtyallahu anhu) says: "There are three 


PE A. oe nz : 
such virtues which tf anyone collectively adheres to, he has 
governed (the constituents) of Imaan. They are: to be just 
d» yourself, to make salaam unto all and to spend in times 


adversity.” 


The established phrases of Salaam are recorded in the 
following Hadith. Hadhrat Imran bin Husain (Radhiyallahu 
anhu) narrates that a person approached Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) saying: “Assalamualaikum." The 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) remarked: "He has 
earned himself ten rewards." Thereafter another person 
arrived saying: "Assalamualaikum wa Rahmatullah." The 
Holy Prophet (Sallailahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "He earned 
twenty rewards." Finally a third person came and greeted: 
"Assalamualaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakaatuhu." The 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) remarked; "He 


earned thirty rewards." 
[Tirmizi] 


Hadhrat Ammaar (Redhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "There are three 
such actions which are the most prominent signs of Imaan. 
They are: spending in times of (financial) difficulty; making 


Salaam unto all and being just unto yourself." 
[Kashful Astaar] 





The Sharee rule in regard to Salaam is that it 1s Sunnate- 
Muakkadah (an emphasised Sunnat) and the Salaam of a 
single individual on behalf of the entire group is sufficient. 


Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sailallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "When a group of 
people are passing by, the Salaam of any one of them -vill 
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suffice whilst the reply of any one of those seated will be >- 


sufficient." 


[Abu Daud] 


Hadhrat Zaid bin Salam (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
riding should salute the one walking and if any one member 


of a group observes Salaam, it will suffice on behalf of all. 
[Muatta Malik] 


Amongst the etiquettes of Salaam, when one goes to anyone 
he should make Salaam. The one riding should make salaam 
upon the one walking and the one walking should make 
salaam upon the one sitting and the smaller group upon the 
bigger group and the young should make salaam upon their 
elders. Salaam should be observed at the outset of any 
conversation as salaam is (a greeting or offer) of peace and 
peace has to precede the actual conversation. 


Another etiquette is that when a person enters his house, he 
should make Salaam upon it's inhabitants. As Hadhrat Anas 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallahu 
alahi Wasallam) said: "Son! Whenever you go to your 
house-people, make salaam upon them, this will engender 


Barakat (blessings ) for you and your family." 
[Tirmizi] 


Seventeenth Virtue 
Advice and Well-Wishing in favour of others. 


Hadhrat Tameeme-Dari (Radhıyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) stated: "Religion 
comprises of sound advice and well-wishing." We enquired: 

















42 


"Well-wishing for whom?" He replied: "For Allah, His book, 
His Prophet, for the Muslim leaders and the masses at large." 
[Muatta Malik) 


The importance of sound advice can be gauged from the fact 
that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) declared 
it to form an integral part of the religion of Islam. 


Hadhrat Jareer (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that I took an 
oath of allegiance at the Prophet’s (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) hand to be obedient and subservient. The Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) bade me to add: - "I 
shall obey to the best of my ability and wish well for every 


Muslim." 
[Al-Luloo wal Marjaan] 


Hadhrat ibni Abbas (Radhiyallahu anhuma) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Religion is 
the name of sound advice and wishing well for others." The 
Sahaaba enquired: "In favour of whom?" Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) replied: "In favour of the book 
of Allah and His Nabi and the Imams (leaders) of the 


Muslims." 
[Kashful Astaar] 


Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "When Allah 
Ta'aala desires good for a leader, He appoints an honest 
minister for him, that he may remind him if he tends to 
forget or becomes neglectful and if the leader remembers, he 
may guide him along. On the contrary, if Allah Ta'aala does 
not desire good for a leader, He appoints a depraved minister 
for him. If the leader forgets, the minister will not remind 
him and if he does not remember, he will not guide him." 
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[Abu Daud] 


Advice and well-wishing in favour of Allah (as mentioned 
in the previous Ahaadith) means that one should profess 
faith in Allah without associating any partner with him. This 
in essence boils down to well-wishing and good for the 
person himself. He will reap the benefit of such faith. Allah 
Ta'aala does not require advice nor well-wishing under any 


circumstances. 


Well-wishing in favour of the book of Allah Ta'aala means 
that onc should believe that it 1s the word of Allah. The 
speech of the crcation (man) cannot match up to it and one 
should firmly believe in its Muhkam and Mutashabth 


(explicit and ambiguous) verses. 


Well-wishing for Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 
means that one should believe in his Prophethood and the 
things he was delegated with. 


Well-wishing in favour of the Muslim's leaders means that 
they should be aided and obeyed when it concerns the truth 
and enjoined to do good at all times. "Muslim leaders" is a 
reference to the righteous caliphs and other members of the 
povernment responsible to attend to the affairs of the Muslim 


MaSSCS. 


Wishing well for the Muslim masses means that they - those 
besides the leaders - should be guided to observe that which 
would benefit them in this world and the hereafter. 


The fourth virtue and virtues ranging from the thirteenth to 
the sixteenth are cited in the following Hadith. Hadhrat Abu 
Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy Prophet 


\ 


i 





44 


(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) asked: "Are you aware of the 
rights one Muslim enjoys upon the other?" He was asked: 
"What are they? O Prophet of Allah!" He said: "When you 
meet him, observe salaam. When he invites you, accept his 
invitation. When he seeks your good counsel, offer the best 
advice. When he sneezes, reply by saying Yarhamukallah’ 
When he falls ill, visit him and when he dies, accompany his 


body." 
{Muslim} 


Eighteenth Virtue 
Cleaning the Mosque 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that a 
dark-skinned woman used to sweep the Mosque of 
Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam). On realizing her 
lengthy absence, the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) enquired about her only to be informed that she 
had passed-away. He asked:" Then why didn’t you inform 
me earlier?" He then went to her grave and performed her 
Janaazah. 





[ibne Majah] 


Hadhrat Abu Saeed Khudri (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Whomsoever 
keeps the mosque free of dirt by cleaning it, Allah Ta’aala 


will construct a house for him in paradise." 
[ibne Majah] 








The one who keeps the :nosque clean of dirt and filth, has 
undoubtedly entitled himself to reward in paradise because 
he has fulfilled a dual right by doing so. Firstly, he fulfilled 
the right of Allah by keeping His house clean and secondly, 
he attended to the right of other worshippers by preventing 
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their garments or bodies becoming dirty whilst performing 
Sajdah. Similar is the reward of paradise for he who gets rid 
of annoying objects from the road. 


Nineteenth Virtue 
Meeting another Muslim with a Cheerful Countenance 


In other words, when one Muslim meets another, he should 
confront him with a smile and cheerful countenance and 
physically express his delight in meeting him. This will 
entail a fortification of love and affection between them. If 
you confront a grieved person with a cheerful countenance, 
you might just assuage his grief or at least pacify him. A 
person feels unrestrained in expressing himself if he is 
confronted cheerfully thereby aiding him in fulfilling his 
needs. 


Hadhrat Abu Zar (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Don’t ever 
belittle any of your good deeds even though this may be 
meeting your brother with a cheerful countenance." 
[Muslim] 


The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "When 
two Muslims meet and clasp each others hands, their sins are 
shed as a tree sheds it's leaves." 


Together with a buoyant confrontation, clasping each others 
hands is also Mustahab (preferable) as this increases mutual 
love and affection. 


anhu) relates that he 
iyallahu annu) if the 


Hadhrat Qatadah (Radhiyaliahu 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 


enquired of Hadhrat Anas 
; companions of the Holy Prophet 
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grasped cach others hands whilst meeting. Hadhrat Anas 


(Radhiyallahu anhu) replied: "Yes of course!" 
[Fathul Baari] 





Hadhrat Baraa (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "When two 
Muslims meet one another and clasp each others hands, they 


are forgiven even before they separate from one another." 
[Abu Daud} 


Twentieth Virtue 
Guiding one who has lost his way 


[n other words, if a Muslim traveller has lost his way, the 
one who guides him onto the correct path is entitled to the 
reward of Sadaqgah (charity) as well as entry into paradise. 
By guiding him, he will brighten up and transform his 
agitation and discomfort into gaiety and tranquillity. A 
Hadith narrates that whomsoever alleviates the difficulty of 
another, Allah Ta'aala will alleviate in lieu of that, an agony 
of his from amongst the numerous agonies of the day of 


judgement." | 
[Muslim] 


Your action will psychologically pacify and spiritually 
soothe him. He realizes he is not alone in this world and he 
can lean upon others in trying circumstances. Consequently, 
his countenance brightens up and his heart feels at ease. The 
rewards for your good conduct lies with Allah alone. He will 
grant you entry into paradise wherein He will recompensate 


you abundantly. 


Hadhrat Umar (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Abstain from 











sides. If you are compelled to do so, 


sitting at the road s ; 
observe the rights of the roads." He was asked: "What are 


the rights of the road?" He replied: "Lowering the gazes, 
replying to the salaam and (the narrator says I think he also 


added) guiding people to the correct places." 
[Kashful Astaar] 


Twenty first Virtue 
Aiding a weak-eyed person 


If a person with weak eye-sight is about to bump into a 
stone or utensil or anything of that sort, it is your duty to 
steer him away or if he wishes to purchase anything, select 
the best for him and aid him along so as to prevent him 
from falling into deception. 


Such benevolent actions and other favours you do unto him 
will earn you the rewards of charity whilst entitling you to 


entry into paradise. 


Such commendable deeds of yours will make him feel at 
ease that there’s always a brother’s shoulder to depend on in 
aggravating times. He will be safe from sustaining any harm 


and from being misled. 


In actual fact (as a Hadith relates), a Muslim 1s a brother 
unto another Muslim. He does not oppress him nor does he 
consign him to the enemy. Whoever goes out of his way to 
attend 10 his brother’s needs, Allah will fulfil his needs. 
Allah remains aiding a person until he aids his Muslim 


brother. í * 











Twenty second Virtue 
To fill water from your bucket into your brother’s 
bucket 


This also grants entry into paradise because you relieved him 
of the inconvenience of getting into the crowd and drawing 
out the water by himself. You've proved yourself to be a 
true believer because you awarded preference to your 
Muslim brother over yourself. From amongst the numerous 
attributes of true believers, the Quran cites the following 
attributes: - "And they give preference (tc others) over 
themselves even though they are poverty-stricken." 


Consequently, you have secured a place of .:onour in the 
eyes of your brother. He will start cherishing cordial 
inclinations towards you and humbly make Dua on your 
behalf. 


Hadhrat Jabir bin Abdullah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Every 
single good deed draws a reward equivalent to charity. 
Amongst the good deeds, one is that you meet your brother 
with a cheerful countenance and that you fill your brother's 
utensil with water from your bucket." 

[ Tirmizi] 
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Since filling your brother's bucket with your bucket entitles 
you to entry into Jannah, you can very well imagine the 
punishment of one who does not fulfil his obligations in 
spite of dire need and he does not provide others with water. 
Hence, withholding extra water from others is a major sin. 


The second, seventh and eighth virtue and virtues ranging 
from the nineteenth to the twenty-second are cited in the 
following Hadith. 


Hadhrat Ubay (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Confronting your 
Muslim brother with a smile is charity. Enjoining good and 
forbidding evil is charity. Guiding a wayward person onto 
the right road is an act of charity. Removing a stone, thorn 
or bone from the road is charity and pouring water from 
your bucket into your brother’s bucket is also charity." 
[Tirmizi] 


Twenty Third Virtue 
To make a partially deaf person hear 


In other words, raise your voice so as to enable him to hear 
whatever he wishes to or make him hear something 
beneficial to him. However, carrying tales to him or abusing 
him IS a very severe sin. 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Buraydah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates 
from his father, Hadhrat Buraydah (Radhiyallahu anhu) that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The 
greatest sins are: to associate partners with Allah, 
disobedience to parents, to withhold extra water and to 

refrain from lending a male animal for mating purposes." 
[Kashful Astaar] 


You are doing him a great favour by making him hear 
something beneficial or informing him of something 
detrimental to him thereby entitling yourself to stupendous 
rewards in the court of Allah. He will in turn remember you 
in his Duas and invoke upon Allah to pardon your sins and 
protect you against evil. At the same time, this would 
tantamount to praising Allah Ta'aala for granting you an 
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excellent sense of audition which enables you to listen to 
Amr bil Maroof wan nahy Anil Munkar (enjoining good and 
forbidding evil). You can listen to the melodious recitation 
of the Holy Quraan and to poems which cheer the heart and 
soul but a deaf person is unable to listen to a word of it. On 
witnessing his predicament, you will get the /aufeeq of 
eulogising and praising Allah whilst anticipating and praying 
that Allah protects him (the deaf person) from all evil. 


Twenty Fourth Virtue 
To guide the blind 


This can be executed by directing him onto the right road or 
by pointing out the correct thing or by aiding him in any 
way simply because or his lack of eye-sight. You will be 
abundantly rewarded by Allah in the form of paradise. Allah 
is the true guardian and protector. 


You will be protecting him from fatality. If he wishes to 
cross the road, hold his hand and help him across so he 1s 
not run-over by a vehicle, or inform him that there is a hole 
in front of him so that he doesn't fall into it or inform him 
of anything that can be detrimental to him, for eg. if a snake 
or a vexatious animal is about to attack him or if he 1s not 
aware of a fire burning in close proximity to where he 1s, 
make him aware of it. 


Owing to this good deed of yours, you have averted an 
oncoming calamity and saved the life of a human-being and 
protected him from disastrous consequences. You will be 
entitled to a reward that none other than Allah will bestow. 
On the contrary, if you don't help him in spite of seeing him 


T e 


a 


51 


falling into fatality, it would be tantamount to murder and 
the punishment for murder is the fire of hell. 


Even though this may seem insignificant to you, this is very 
magnificent in the eyes of Allah. Hadhrat Abdullah bin 
Abbas (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Do not sit at the roadside; 
If you are compelled to sit, reply to the salaam, lower the 
gazes, guide the people and help them in riding and 


transporting their burdens." 
[Kashful Astaar] 


Twenty Fifth Virtue 
Guiding others in fulfilling their objectives 


For instance, a person leaves something, some clothing etc, 

somewhere and forgets where he left it, point out to him 

where it is or if somebody wants to purchase anything, show 

him where it is available. By guiding him, you have saved 

him a lot of time, placed a smile on his lips and cheered his 

countenance and heart, thereby being greatly indebted to 

you. Allah will aid you because of your concern in aiding 
your brother. This would keep you on guard and vigilant. 

You will tend to execute everything according to norm 
without any difficulty. Benevolent deeds such as attending 
to the needs of your brother and guiding him are included in 
‘inviting towards. good" and the one who guides towards 
good receives the same reward as he who carried it out as 
described in a Hadith. 

Abu Waail narrates from Hadhrat Abdullah ibne Masood 
(Radhiyallahu anhuma) that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu 
alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one who guides towards good is 
like the person who carried it out." 


[Kashful Astaar] 
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Hadhrat Abdullah bin Zubair (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates 
that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The 
one whose good counsel and advice is sought is an Ameen - 











a person charged with a trust." 


[Kashful Astaar] 


In other words, the one who seeks your Mashwarah (good 
gu issue, has consigned a trust onto 
ders. He Ras placed his confidence in you that you 
rests him bap: his is a trust and the exigency of 
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your. ng 










is that it should not Be misused. 
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kample, to help them carry their. burden or to 
a. This is a an obligation encompassing orph 
women,the poor, oppressed and helpless. 










The\sentiments of*mercy demand 
with kindness and affectio 
made to pacify and soothe 
shackles of oppression. 
easing things for them. 


t they be approached 
all-out efforts should be 
ém and relieve them from the 
o stone should be left unturned in 


This is an Islamic obligation, a medium to acquire the 
pleasure and love of Allah Ta’aala. Allah showers His 
mercy upon His merciful servants. The Hadith states: - 
"Show mercy, mercy will be shown upon you and overlook 
the faults of others, your faults will be over-looked and 
pardoned." 
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Woe unto those who listen but fail to comprehend or they 
comprehend but fail to comply with what they hear. Whe 
unto those who wilfully cling to their evil inclinations. 4 


Islam has made numerous arrangements for such people 
because: 


a. They are also human and a human enjoys the right to 
be honoured and his rights attended to. 
b. . Such people form the majority of society and a 


decorous and decent society can only be guaranteed if such 
people are taken into cor.sideration simply because they form 
the bulk of the human race. If they are well nurtured and 
disciplined, they can turn out to become productive members 
of society. 

C. Caring for such people would protect society from 
falling into pernicious snares which can be fatal and 
detrimental to it’s very existence. This in turn would 
safeguard it against public insolence and acts of 
transgression. 


Islam has issued stern orders to care for such people by 
forwarding numerous such injunctions that protect their 
rights and conditions. Of the profound effects it's teachings 
has is that the weak become conscious of the fact that there 
are always ready hands to alleviate their pain and grief. 
Consequently, they become cordially attached to this society 
and turn out to become its sincere citizens. They can rely on 
society because the doors of hope have opened out before 
them. They can now achieve their goals without any 
impediment whatsoever and nothing can distract them from 
their objectives. 


Consequently, an aura of love and affection is effused and 
they are bound to cherish sentiments of piety, affection and 
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love. Peace and tranquillity will engulf them and they will 
relish the delectabilities of peace and comfort. 


The following Hadith encompasses the second, seventh, 
eighth and tenth virtue as well as virtues ranging from the 
twenty-third to the twenty sixth. 


Hadhrat Abu-Zar (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
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him along. Or you see someone on the road, standing "^in 
front of his car beckoning you to stop as a indication to 
some problem, probably his petrol tank is empty or he has 
some mechanical problem which he is unable to solve. He is 
pleading with you to stop and help him. 


You will undoubtedly bring joy to his heart whilst fulfilling 


his need at the same time. You will gain his confidence and 
he is put to ease knowing a believer's shoulder is always 
available in trying times. As a result, he will do unto others 
as you had done unto him. If (Allah Forbid) your car breaks 
down on the road, you will definitely come across somebody 
prepared to assist you and take pity on your predicament. 


Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Charity is 
compulsory upon every breath a person takes every day." 
The companions remarked: "We don't possess so much of 
wealth that we can observe charity to such an extent." The 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) replied: "Virtue 
and good has numerous doors; uttering Subhanallah, 
Alhamdulillah, Allahu-Akbar, Laa ilaah illallahu, enjoining 
good, forbidding evil, removing an annoying object from the 
road, enabling a partially deaf person to hear, guiding the 
blind, to attend to the needy and providing immediate aid to 
the oppressed and tiie weak to the best of ones capacity. All 
the above are charitable deeds emanating from you for your 
own benefit." 


Twenty Eighth Virtue 
To institute justice between two parties 


In other words, if you witness two people wrangling with 
one another, solve their differences and settle their dispute 
justly and fairly. You will attain the reward of charity and 
entitle yourself to entry into paradise because you put a 
block onto this inevitable crisis that could have placed 
numerous innocent lives at risk or one of them could have 
been oppressing the other because he is more powerful or 
more eloquent than the other. Ihe Almighty Allah states: 
"There is no good in their (hypocrites) consultations, but. he 
who bids to charity, or good work or conciliati ODG Awe N 
the people.” Y 


Twenty Seventh Virtue 
i Aiding others by means of a mount or any other form of 
| conveyance. 





As in the case of aiding others with their beasts of burden, 

the same rule applies to motor vehicles. For instance, whilst 
travelling, if a Muslim brother’s vehicle breaks down due to 

some mechanical problem, attend to ıt and put him back 

| onto the road. You will receive the reward of charity. 
Together with this you will be entitled to entry into paradise. 

Or for example, you see somebody battling to load his motor 

vehicle with goods which he is unable to carry alone, help 
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[Surah 4, Vers NN DN 


He further states: "And if two parties of the beheverNfig UN 
bring about harmony (make peace) between them, then if 
one of them goes on ascending against the other, so you, 
fight against the aggressor, till it (the group) reverts to 
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AAs |prder, then if it reverted, set things right between 
Oqnitably and do justice. No doubt, Allah loves the 
just. Phe believers are indeed brothers, so make harmony 
between your two brothers and fear Allah so that mercy can 
be shown upon you." 

{Surah 49, Verses 9 - 10] 


Therefore, if you take the onus of creating harmony and 
peace between two contentious rivals, the mercy of Allah 
will descend upon the creation because you were kind to 
them, Allah will be kind to you. Allah showers His Mercy 
upon those who show mercy to others. Be merciful to those 
on the earth, the one in the sky will show mercy unto you. 


Twenty ninth Virtue 
To Say a Good Word 


If you say a kind word to your brother, Allah Ta'aala will 
reward you in the form of Jannah. 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Amar bin Aa'as (Radhiyallahu anhu) 
narrates that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 
said: "There are such lofty garrets in Jannat that are 
transparent from inside to outside, the interior of which !s 

distinctly visible from it's exterior and vice-versa." Hadhrat 

Abu Malik Ashari (Radhiyallahu anhu) enquired: "O Prophet 

of Allah! For whom are they?" He replied: "They are for the 

one who speaks courteously, feeds others, and passes the 

night 1n Salaah whilst others are fast asleep." 


[Hakim] 


Hadhrat Ali (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "There will be 
lofty garrets in Jannat, the outside of which can be clearly 
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seen from inside and the inside from outside." A Tro} eS 
arose and asked: "O Prophet of Allah! Who wi be N 
fortunate enough to dwell therein?" He replied: "They will 
be for the one who speaks kindly and courteously, fdgds 
others, maintains fasting and performs Salaah at night for the 
pleasure of Allah whilst people are fast asleep." 

[ Tirmizi] 


Hadhrat Adi bin Hatim (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Beware of 
the fire of hell, even though it may be with a piece of date. 
Às for he who does not even find this, he should protect 
himself from the fire of hell by speaking good." 

[Luloo wal Marjaan] 


Virtues ranging from the twenty-seventh to the twenty ninth 

are cited in the following Hadith. Hadhrat Abu-Hurairah 

(Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy Prophet 

(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Man is compelled to 

observe charity every morning in lieu of every joint in his 
body. Setting a dispute justly between two contentious 
people is an act of charity. Helping somebody mount his 
conveyance or helping him to load also cultivates the reward 
of charity. Saying a good word is also an act of charity. If 
anyone from amongst you raises his foot (and proceeds) 
toward Salaah, he will receive the reward of charity. 
Removing an annoying object from the road is also an act of 
charity." 
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Thirtieth Virtue 
Interpretation on behalf of one who ts unable to eIprece 


himsclf 


Hadhrat Anas (Radhivallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Salallahu alaih; Wasallam) related to us a Hadith 
that elated us to such an extent that after embracing Islam. 
nothing had cheered us more than that prophetic utterance 
The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "A 
mumin receives a reward even for removing an annoying 
object from the road and he receives rewards for guiding 
pcople onto the right road and for interpreting something on 
behalf of one which ts unable to express himsclf and for 
temporanty gifting a milking animal to enable. the 
beneficiary to partake of it's milk. In fact he is rewarded to 
such an extent that if he places something in his pocket and 
3 while later places his hand in the wrong place in search of 
it, the perplexion he undergoes for those few moments when 
he doesn't find it also elicits rewards." 

The meaning of the afore-mentioned virtue is that if 
one places something in his pocket and to ensure that it 1s 
safe he places his hand in his pocket but it does not touch on 
the desired area. For a moment he gets perturbed thinking 
that it is lost. When he finally finds the item he has been 
searching for, he is relieved and happy. Man is rewarded 
even for these few perplexing and restless moments whilst 
a sin of his 1s pardoned 

Ibne Abi Dunya relates from Hadhrat Umaymah 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) that he asked Hadhrat Ayesha of the 
following verses: - “And if you expose what is within you 
or you conceal it, Allah shall reckon you for n." 

[Surah 2, Verse 284] 


Whosoever does evil shall be punished for it 
(Surah 4, Verse 123] 
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Abest Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) replied that | asked the 
Hely Prophet (Sallallahu alarh Wasallam) about this ane 
gil now nobody else asked me about it. The Holy Prophet 
alaihi Wasallam) said: "O Ayesha! The affinity 
weeen Allah and His servant is such that He recompensates 
wm for all the difficulties he encounters such às fever 
adversity, even the prick of a thorn, to such an extent that f 
he places something into his pocket and doesn't find it on 
searching for it but a short while later he finds it at another 
comer of his pocket, he will be rewarded for this as wel] 
On account of such trying circumstances, a Mumin i4 
purified of sin just as pure gold emerges from the melting- 
oven." | 





A similar Hadith is transcribed by Abu Yà'la and Bazzaar on 
the authority of Hadhrat Anas (Radhiyallahu anhu). This 
transcription additionally states: "Man is rewarded even if he 
cohabits with his wife. If a person places something onto 
one side of his clothing and searches for it on the other side, 
the agitation he experiences for those few moments when he 
doesn't come across it also entitles him to receive the 
rewards of Allah." 


Reward for cohabitation springs from the fact that it restrains 
him and his wife from pursuing extra-marital relationships. 
Hence he receives the reward of charity. 


A group of indigent Sahaabah approached Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) saying: "O Prophet of Allah! 
The opulent amass all the rewards. They perform Salaah like 
us. fast like us, but they observe charity from their excess 
wealth.” The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 
asked: "Did not Allah Ta'aala specify certain actions which 
enable you to earn the reward of Sadaqah (charity)! The 
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mere utterance of "Subhanallah" is Sadaqah. Allahu-Akbar 
is Sadaqah, Alhamdulillah is Sadaqah. Cohabiting with your 
wife also entitles you to the reward of charity." The 
Sahaabah (Radhiyallahu anhum) enquired: "Will we be 
rewarded for fulfilling our carnal desires?" The Holy Prophet 
(Sallaliahu alaihi Wasallam) enquired: "Tell me, if a person 
itlegitimately fulfils his desires, won't it be sinful? So if he 
fulfils his desires in a permissible way, naturally he should 
be rewarded." 

[Muslim on the authority of Hadhrat Abu-Zar 
(Radhiyallahu anhu)] 


Thirty First Virtue 
Providing drinking water 





Hadhrat Abdullah ibne Abbas (Radhiyallahu anhuma) reports 
that a person approached the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) saying: "Inform me of a deed which entitles me 
to enter paradise." The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) inquired: "You hail from a city where water 1s 
transported from distant places?" "Yes," he replied. The 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) instructed: 
| "Purchase a new water-skin (leather water-bag) and provide 

drinking water to the people because you will enter paradıse 


even before you can tear the water-skin apart." 
[Tabranı] 


Ali bin Hasan bin Shafeeq reports he heard Abdullah bin 
Mubarak saying that somebody lamei...a before him: "O 
Abu Abdur Rahman! I underwent seven years of extensive 
treatment for an abscess on my knee. Fconsulted numerous 
doctors but to no avail." Hadhrat Abdullah replied: "Search 
for a place where water is very scarce and dig a well. | 
earnestly hope that the moment you hit a spring your 
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bleeding will stop." He did as instructed. and he was 


completely cured." 
[Bayhaqi] 


Bayhaqi reports a similar incident of his Shaikh, Hakim Abu 
Abdullah, author of Mustadrak. He narrates: "Hakim was 
suffering from severe facial injuries. He tried every type of 
treatment for a whole year but to no avail. He requested his 
teacher Imam Abu Uthmaan Sabooni to make Duaa for his 
recovery in his Friday Majlis. Accordingly, he made Duaa, 
whilst those present in the gathering expressed their 
"Aameen." On the following Friday, during the course of the 
Majlis, a woman forwarded a note to him in which she had 
written: "When I returned home that night I implored Allah 
to give speedy recovery to Hakim Abu Abdullah. The same 
night I saw Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) in a 
dream. He said something to the effect that I should inform 
Abu Abdullah to make water freely available to the 
Muslims. 


Bayhagi says: "I took the note to Hakim (Abu Abdullah) and 
showed it to him. He ordered a tank to be constructed at his 
door in which he filled water and ice. A week hadn’t passed 
by after people started drinking from it when signs of 
recovery manifested themselves. His facial wound had healed 
completely making his face much more beautiful than ever 
before and he lived for many years thereafter." 


Hadhrat Sa’d bin ‘Obaadah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates: "I 
once asked Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) which is 
the most excellent form of charity." He replied: "Providing 
drinking water." 


[ibne Majah] 
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recovery manifested themselves. His facial wound had healed 
completely making his face much more beautiful than ever 
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In nother Hadith, the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) states: "A believer who provides a thirsty Muslim 
with \water, Allah will make him drink from Raheege 


PE INY (pure sealed wine) on the day of judgement." 
[Tirmizi] 


Thirty Second virtue 
To give a piece of string 


If a person has string to tie his goods or to draw water out 
of a well but he is running short of a small piece, if you 
provide him with the additional piece as a measure of 
assistance for the sake of Allah, Allah Ta’aala will reward 
you with paradise. 


Assisting him with a small piece of string may seem 
insignificant to you but in terms of the reward it is a very 
glorious deed because you attended to an urgent requirement 
of his for the sole pleasure of Allah. Allah Ta’aala rates this 
seemingly insignificant deed with approval and affection. Let 
alone multiplying your reward, He will grant you entry into 
paradise simply because of this. From this you can gauge the 
grandeur of Allah's bounties and favours. 


Thirty Third virtue 
Pacifying the grieved person and alleviating his grief 


If you perceive that your Muslim brother is perplexed about 
something, endeavour to alleviate his grief until he feels at 
ease. You will be rewarded by Allah Ta’aala in the form of 
Jannah. 
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Consoling him will gladden his heart and his worries will 
slowly dissipate. His trust and confidence in Allah increases 
thereby building up his self-confidence. A smile will now 
brighten his countenance. 


In order to console him, you may recount personal 
experiences that were worse than his, it might just make him 
forget about his present agonies. He will thereafter exercise 
patience and take solace from your soothing words. By this 
seemingly insignificant gesture, Allah Ta’aala will grant you 
entry into paradise. 


Thirty Fourth virtue 
Providing a shoe-lace 


Giving a shoe-lace also may seem very insignificant in the 
eyes of the people but it holds great weight in the eyes of 
Allah Ta’aala. Allah bestows great rewards for such 
seemingly trivial deeds. 


The object of such apparent trivia is to assist your Muslim 
brother and to make him cognizant of the fact that there is 
always someone to assist him in all his requirements - big or 
small - and to guide him ın all his affairs. "Allah Ta’aala 
goes on assisting His servant until the servant remains in the 
assistance of his brother." 


[Abu Daud] 
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Thig seemingly petty deed will earn you tremendous rewards 
by Allah and He will recompensate you in the form of 


paradise. 


O Allah! O Lord of both worlds! Make us worthy of 
paradise and make us dwellers thereof." (Aameen) 


The second, sixteenth, nineteenth and twenty second virtue 
and virtues ranging from the thirty second to the thirty 
fourth are cited in the following Hadith: Abu Tameemah 
Jahmi (Radhiyallahu anhu) relates that he asked the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) about beneficence. The 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Don t ever 
belittle any good deed nor consider it insignificant even 
though it is in the form of giving a piece of string or a shoe- 
lace, or it may be pouring water from you bucket into your 
brother's bucket, or it may be in the form of removing a 
bothersome object from the road, or meeting your brother 
with a cheerful countenance or you confront him by 
observing salaam or you console a grieved person. On 
observing any fault in you, if somebody reviles you, don't 
retaliate even if you are aware of his faults. You will be 
immensely rewarded whilst the sin of his vituperations will 
rest on his shoulders. Whatever seems pleasant to your ears, 
act upon it and whatever seems unpleasant to your ears, 


refrain from 1t." 
[Musnade Ahmad] 


Thirty fifth virtue 
Conducting business transactions sympathetically and 


kindly 


Kindness in. selling means that the shopkeeper should not 
talk harshly to the customer nor should he inflate the price 





but he should be content with a reasonable profit. When /tHe> 
customer seeks his advice, he should wish well for him and 
offer the most truthful and reliable advice. For instance, he 
enquires whether a certain product is an original or fake, the 
seller should expose the reality of the product before him. 
He should not take unfair advantage over the customer and 
inflate the price thereby constraining him to purchase the 


product at a much higher price. 


Kindness in buying means that one should not compel the 
seller to lower the price nor should he force him to take an 
oath to ascertain the value of a product nor should the buyer 
annoy the shop-keeper in any way whatsoever. If he wishes 
to purchase something, firstly he should examine the product 
thoroughly and once he is confident about it, a fair price 
should be offered. If the seller agrees to it well and good or 
else the buyer should offer a higher price which is most 
beneficial to both parties or else leave the product and 


procure it elsewhere. 


Many customers have a bad habit of badgering the shop- 
keeper by making various allegations against him. For ég. 
some have the habit of hounding him over his seemingly 
exorbitant prices or claim that a certain shop is selling the 
same item at a very much lower price. On many occasions, 
It is a blatant lie which constrains the seller to swear an oath 
in his defence and he makes a long story over it. At times, 
the customer has no intention of purchasing the item but he 
wishes to vex the shopkeeper by wrangling with him for no 


reason at all. 
Therefore, both the seller and the buyer should confront each 


other with kindness and cheerfulness. Allah’s mercy 
descends upon the one who is kind and mild in trade 


______ SQUE 





| 
| 





"~ 


ma 


66 


transactions. He is tender-hearted when others demand from 
him and when he demands from others. 


Hadhrat Uthmaan bin Affaan (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates 
that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: 
"Allah Ta’aala granted a person entry into paradise because 


of his kindness and tenderness when buying and selling.” 
[ibne Majah] 


Dear Brother! when contracting a sale, be kind as this 1s a 
virtue that will lead you to paradise. So endeavour to attain 
Jannah of your Lord and render yourself kind and courteous 
to the creation of Allah Ta'aala. 


Thirty Sixth virtue 
Kindness and courtesy when giving or taking a loan 


When reimbursing a loan, it is best to repay it on the 
mutually agreed date. If one has the capacity to repay it on 
the specified date, it is Haraam to delay because it is 
tantamount to a breach of promise and it is annoying to the 
creditor. 


The Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The 
procrastination of a solvent person is zu/m (an act of 


oppression )." 
[Kashful Astaar] 


In other words the one who delays payment of a debt and 
has a penchant to dilly-dally in spite of being able to honour 
his debt, is an oppressor and oppression is a cause of gloom 
on the day of judgement. 
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When the loan is paid on the specified date,the debtor should 
express gratitude before the creditor and make Duaa for him 
because the creditor had fulfilled his need. As a measure of 
gratitude, the least he can do is act kindly and courteously 
as this is one of the pathways to paradise. 


Kindness in claiming the debt means that the creditor should 
be courteous and tender-hearted when requesting payment. 
Harsh words should not be employed nor should he publicly 
disgrace the debtor. However, if it has been concretely 
established that he is evading payment in spite of his 
solvency, he may use harsh words because the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The rightful enjoys the 


right to express himself." 
[Muslim] 


And the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) is 
reported to have said: "The procrastination of. a solvent 
person renders his honour legitimate." In other words, a 
person who has the ability to settle his debt, but tends to 
evade payment by dilly-dallying can be reproached and harsh 
words can be used against him. 


Hadhrat Jabir bin Abdullah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "Allah's 
mercy descends upon the one who sells with kindness, buys 


with kindness and collects a loan with kindness." 
[ibne Majah] 


My dear Brother! Be kind and courteous when claiming a 
loan. This is one of the many virtues that would lead you to 


paradise. 
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The thirty fifth and thirty sixth virtues are cited in the 
following Hadith: Hadhrat Uthman bin Affaan (Radhiyallahu 
anhu) narrates that the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi 
Wasallam) said: "Allah Ta’aala granted Jannah to a person 
simply on grounds of his kindness when buying or selling 


and when claiming or repaying a loan." 
(Musnade Ahmad| 


Hadhrat Abdullah bin Amr (Radhiyallahu anhu) reports that 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "4 
person gained entry into paradise because of his kindness 


when claiming or repaying a debt." 


Thirty Seventh Virtue 
Granting respite to the destitute or to the temporarily 


insolvent 


In other words, give them grace until such time that they are 
able to repay the loan. Such a respite is wajib (compulsory) 
as established from the following verse of the Holy Quran: - 
"If the debtor is in constrained circumstances, grant him 


respite till it is easy (for him to repay)." 
[Surah 2, Verse 280] 


However, total remission of the debt is much better as the 
remaining portion of the verse implies: - "But if you remit 


It by way of charity, it is best for you if only you knew." 
[Surah 2, Verse 280] 


This is one of the few occasions whereby a Mustahab 
(preferred act) surpasses a Wajib (compulsory act). Similarly, 
replying to the salaam is Wajib but to observe salaam first 
is Mustahab but this is nonetheless more meritorious than 
the Wajib. Similarly, performing Wudhu for Salaah after the 
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onset of the Salaah time is Wajib but Wudhu prior to the 
advent of the Salaah time is Mustahab but here again a 
Mustahab supersedes the Wajib in terms of it's virtues. 


Hadhrat Huzaifah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that he heard 
the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) saying: 
"Amongst the former nations, the angel of death approached 
a person who lived amongst them and said: "Did you do 
anything good during your life-time?" He replied: "Nothing 
that I am aware of." The angel asked him to think and recall: 
He said: "I am not aware of any good deed. However, it was 
my habit in the world to act kindly in transactions of trade. 
| used to give respite to the solvent and remit the debts of 
the insolvent." Owing to this Allah granted him entry into 


paradise." 
[Fathul-Baari] 


Ihis is another form of giving grace to the opulent inspite of 
the ability to pay and it is most meritorious not to take any 
money from the insolvent. Pardon them totally without even 


asking for repayment. 


Thirty Eighth virtue 
Toleration or liberality in cash dealings 


This can have two meanings: 


l. For example, if you sold an item for hundred rands 
but the customer 1s short of a rand or two, be liberal and 
pardon him. Don't even request payment of the balance. 
Due to such courteous deeds, the seller will be rated as one 
who has given a discount on the actual price of the item (the 
virtues of which are enormous in the Ahadith). He saved the 
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customer time and money by over-looking a few rands. The 
reward for this is Jannah. 


94 The second meaning of this can be clearly understood 
from the following example. For instance, the sale of an 
item was agreed upon hundred rands. On payment the 
shopkeeper realized that there are a few counterfeit notes or 
certain notes are torn and nobody accepts torn notes or the 
customer tenders foreign coins instead of local coins - for 
eg, he tenders fifty Iraqi cents instead of the relatively 
higher-valued Kawaiti cents. On such occasions, the 
shopkeeper should be tolerant and overlook those few cents, 
without demanding the balance. Instead he should be content 
with whatever he receives. He will save the customer the 
hassle of presenting the required note or coin which he 
probably doesn't have in his possession. These are a few of 
the many virtues that will lead you to Jannah. 


The thirty seventh and thirty eighth virtues are mentioned in 
the following Hadith. Hadhrat Huzaifah bin Yamaan 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "A person gained entry 
into paradise after his death. On being asked about his good 
deeds, he replied (immediately or at the insistence of the 
angels): "I used to enter into transactions with the people and 
I should give respite to the insolvent and I was tolerant in 
accepting a coin or demanding cash payment. (For these acts 
of his) he was pardoned." 


[Muslim] 
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Thirty ninth virtue 
Concealing the faults of other Muslims 


Hadhrat Abu Saeed (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "When a 
Mumin learns of a misdeed of his Muslim brother and 


conceals it, Allah Ta'aala grants him entry into paradise." 
[Tabrani| 


A misdeed or fault in the above is a reference to sins which 
necessitates the implementation of the Islamic penal code. 
Such as the consumption of wine, drug abuse and so forth. 


If you witness your Muslim brother perpetrating any evil, 
conceal it and refrain from mentioning it before others. You 
will be recompensated in the form of paradise because you 
concaeled his sin thereby protecting his dignity and honour 
within his circle .of. friends. This is why Shariat deems this 
as "giving new hope o: life to the one buried alive." 


Rajaa bin Hayaa reports that 11°, heard Musaylamah bin 
Makhlad saying: "I was once seated at home when my 
doorkeeper informed me that a nomad, giving’ h!S name as 
Jabir-bin-Abdullah, seeks permission to enter.” «When I 
peeked from the upper level of my house, I asked jm: 
"Shall I come to you or will you come up?" He replied: 
"Neither should you come down nor will I come up. I have 
been informed that you narrated a Hadith of Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) concerning the concealing of 
other people's lapses. I came solely to hear the Hadith." I 
said: "I heard the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 
saying: "The one who conceals the sins of another Muslim, 


it is as though he has saved the life of an infant girl buried 
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alive." The moment he heard the Hadith, he goaded his 
camel and departed." 


[Mujame Awsat - Tabrani] 


Naturally, whosoever saves the life of one buried alive 
deserves the reward of Jannah. Similarly, he who safeguards 
the honour of his Muslim brother by keeping his faults a 
secret is entitled to entry into paradise. 


It has been narrated by the scribe of Hadhrat Uqbah bin 
Aamir namely Dakhir Abul-Haytham, he relates; "I once 
informed Hadhrat Uqbah that my neighbour consumes wine. 
I will summon the police to arrest him." Hadhrat Uqbah 
replied: "Don't do that. Advise and admonish him." I 
remarked: "I urged him to kick the habit but to no avail. The 
only solution 1s to get him arrested by the police." Hadhrat 
Uqbah retorted: "Woe unto You! Leave him alone because 
] heard the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 
saying: "Ihe person who conceals the faults of another, it 
will be like one who has brought to life an infant girl, buried 


alive." 
[Abu Daud] 


Hadhrat~Abu Barzah Aslami narrates that the Holy Prophet 
(SaJ!ailahu alaihi Wasallam) ascended the pulpit and called 
'out aloud: "O you who proclaim Islam with their tongue but 
Imaan has not entered their hearts! Refrain from vexing the 
Muslims, don't disgrace them nor pursue their faults because 
the one who pursues the faults of others - his Muslim 
brother - Allah Ta'aala pursues his faults and if Allah 
pursues anyone's faults, he will disgrace him in his own 


house." 
[Abu Daud] 
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Hadhrat ibne Umar (Radhiyallahu anhuma) once glance 

towards the Kaaba and remarked: "How beautiful you are! 
What a fragrance you emit! How magnificent you are! How 
overwhelming is your grandeur and sanctity - but a Mumin 


is much more sacred than you in the eyes of Allah." 
(Tirmizi} 


Hadhrat Muaawiyan (Radhiyallahu anhu) said: "I heard the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) say: "If you 
search for the faults of people, you will corrupt them, or you 
will be close to corrupting them." Hadhrat Abu-Darda 
remarked: "These are the words which Hadhrat Muaawiyah 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) himself heard from  Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam), and Allah benefitted him by 


them." 
[Abu Daud} 


Zaid bin Wahav says: "A man was brought to ibne Masud 
(Radhiyallahu anhu). He was told: "This 1s so and so and 
wine was dripping from his beard." Abdullah ibne Masud 
thereupon said: "We have been prohibited to seek out faults 
of others. If anything becomes manifest to us, we shall seize 
It." 


[Abu Daud] 


Those who dishonour and defame others and consume their 
meat (by back-biting about them) are worse than pork-eaters. 
Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) once asked his 
companions: "Do you know what is meant by usury 
according to Allah?" They replied: "Allah and Hıs Rasool 
know better!" He said: "The worst form of usury in the eyes 
of Allah is to dishonour a Muslim (by talking bad about 


him).” 
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[Mujame Awsat - Tabrani] 


Naturally, whosoever saves the life of one buried alive 
deserves the reward of Jannah. Similarly, he who safeguards 
the honour of his Muslim brother by keeping his faults a 
secret is entitled to entry into paradise. 


It has been narrated by the scribe of Hadhrat Uqbah bin 
Aamir namely Dakhir Abul-Haytham, he relates; "I once 
informed Hadhrat Uqbah that my neighbour consumes wine. 
I will summon the police to arrest him." Hadhrat Uqbah 
replied: "Don't do that. Advise and admonish him." | 
remarked: "I urged him to kick the habit but to no avail. The 
only solution is to get him arrested by the police." Hadhrat 
Uqbah retorted: "Woe unto You! Leave him alone because 
J heard the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) 
saying: "Ihe person who conceals the faults of another, it 
will be like one who has brought to life an infant girl, buried 


alive." 
[Abu Daud] 


Hadhrat-Abu Barzah Aslami narrates that the Holy Prophet 
(Sal!ailahu alaihi Wasallam) ascended the pulpit and called 
‘out aloud: "O you who proclaim Islam with their tongue but 
Imaan has not entered their hearts! Refrain from vexing the 
Muslims, don’t disgrace them nor pursue their faults because 
the one who pursues the faults of others - his Muslim 
brother - Allah Ta’aala pursues his faults and if Allah 
pursues anyone’s faults, he will disgrace him in his own 


house." 
[Abu Daud] 





Hadhrat ibne Umar (Radhiyallahu anhuma) once glance 
towards the Kaaba and remarked: "How beautiful you are! 
What a fragrance you emit! How magnificent you are! How 
overwhelming is your grandeur and sanctity - but a Mumin 


is much more sacred than you in the eyes of Allah." 
[Tirmizi] 


Hadhrat Muaawiyan (Radhiyallahu anhu) said: "I heard the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) say: "If you 
search for the faults of people, you will corrupt them, or you 
will be close to corrupting them." Hadhrat Abu-Darda 
remarked: "These are the words which Hadhrat Muaawiyah 
(Radhiyallahu anhu) himself heard from Rasulullah 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam), and Allah benefitted him by 


them." 
[Abu Daud} 


Zaid bin Waha. says: "A man was brought to ibne Masud 
(Radhiyallahu anhu). He was told: "This 1s so and so and 
wine was dripping from his beard." Abdullah ibne Masud 
thereupon said: "We have been prohibited to seek out faults 
of others. If anything becomes manifest to us, we shall seize 
It." 


[Abu Daud] 


Those who dishonour and defame others and consume their 
meat (by back-biting about them) are worse than pork-eaters. 
Hadhrat Ayesha (Radhiyallahu anha) narrates that the Holy 
Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) once asked his 
companions: "Do you know what is meant by usury 
according to Allah?" They replied: "Allah and His Rasool 
know better!" He said: "The worst form of usury in the eyes 
of Allah is to dishonour a Muslim (by talking bad about 


him)." 
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[Musnade Ahmad] 


Hadhrat Saeed bin Zaid (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The worse 
form of usury is going to lengths into talking unjustly 


against a Muslim’s honour." 
[Abu Daud} 


Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that 
Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The gravest 
sin is going to lengths in talking unjustly against a Muslim’s 
honour and it is a major sin to retaliate with two abusive 


words if the other person abused once only." 
[Abu Daud] 


Fortieth Virtue 
Sympathising with other Muslims 


Hadhrat Amr bin Hazm (Radhiyallahu anhu) narrates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The person 
who condoles his grieved Muslim brother shall receive the 
honour of being clothed by Allah Ta’aala with vestitures of 


honour and prestige on the day of judgement.” 
[ibne Majah) 


Hadhrat Abu Barzah (Radhiyallahu anhu) relates that the 
Holy Prophet (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "The one 
who sympathises with a woman who has lost her child, will 
be made to wear a beautiful floral sheet in Jannah." 
[Tirmizi] 


Amongst the rights one Muslim enjoys over another, one of 
them is to offer condolences. Accompanying his Janaazah is 
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an additional right. The Thawaab for executing both these 
rights 1s Jannah. 


Sympathising with others alleviates the grief they encounter 
and they will be divinely inspired to exercise patience. They 
will perceive that they have a brother and aid to lean upon 
in straitened circumstances. This will be beneficial to you as 
well, you will remember death, be alert at all times and your 
heart will become tender. 


Ali bin Umar Bin Ali narrates from his father (Umar) and he 
in turn from his grand-father (Ali) that the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam) said: "In terms of the reward, 
the greatest Ibaadat is the simplest and lightest. And 


symphatising should be executed once only." 
[Kashful Astaar] 


A poet says: 


"I am sympathising with you but there is no certainty upon 
life. It 1s a religious wont that the one who is condoled will 
not remain eternally after the deceased nor will the one 
offering condolences even though they both remain for a 
very long time." 


O Allah! Pardon our sins and shower mercy upon us. 
O Merciful one! accept our repentance. (Aameen) 


All praise 1s due to Allah at the beginning and the end and 
eternal salutations and greetings upon the best of creations, 
Muhammad (Sallallahu alaihi Wasallam). 
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The book deals with; identifying the Islamic responsibilities of a 
husband towards his wife, persuading him to pay heed to her 
rights, loving and respecting her, pleasant ways of ignoring her 
mistakes and saving his wife from the disobedience of Allah, the 
topic assigning her thoughts for all the relatives and women of the 
area to act upon the complete religion. Likewise laying down 
Muslim psychological principles to escape all the tensions, worries 
and confusions between the husband, wife, mother, daughter and 
sister-in-law in such a way so as to create prosperous and satisfied 


society. 


A Muslim groom, after praying, should read this book by 
the intention to act upon it, so that Allah the Almighty with His 
grace may create true and hearty love, affection and intimacy in 
between the married couples, Amen! 
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| It would be redundant to state that Women make a 

| priceless contribution towards the construction and 

| development of a nation. A mother's lap is the child's first 

\ school as well as fostering institution: and the lessons leant 
from this institution are more indelible than a line carved on a 
rock. That 1s why the importance attached to women in Islam 1s 
no less than that of men. 

This book covers almost all the aspects of life 1n detail, 
particularly the probiems faced by women with their solutions 
in the light of Holy Qur'an and Ahadeeth. Utmost efforts have 
been taken to compile the traditions and problems reported by 
women. For the easiness and benefits of the readers, different 
aspects of life have been divided into several chapters 1.e 
Prayers, Supplications, Nikah, Education, Divorce, Social 
moral, Etiquettes, veil, Dress & Adornment, Purification etc. 
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THE FORTY PATHWAYS TO JANNAH Englis' 







“In Jannah you will have everything, you desire and in it you 


i Xill have everything-you ask for.” (Qur'an 41:31) 
ae is known to all Muslims that Prophet Muhammad (4%) 


was always worried about His Ummah and wanted that they 
should do good deeds by virtue of which they can earn the blessing 
of Almighty Allah and enter in Jannah in tHe life Hereafter. The 
book is the compilation of forty such advices with the aim of 
| exposing the agony the Prophet Muhammad ( Z&) who underwent, 
3 to guide the Ummah towards good deeds/ This may incite the 
\ Muslim to physically inculcate these virtues‘within their life. 
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